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_|_|4|4|4‘ On Aug. 2, the Department released the “Return to
School Roadmap,” a resource to support students,
schools, educators, and communities as they prepare to
return to safe, healthy in-person learning this fall and emerge from the pandemic
stronger than before. As part of the launch of the Roadmap, the Department
released:

— A fact sheet for schools, families, and communities on the Roadmap,
reviewing three “Landmark” priorities, and elevating schools and districts that are
addressing each in effective ways.

— A guide for schools and districts outlining what schools can do to protect the
health and safety of students, including increasing access to vaccinations and steps
for implementing the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) recently
updated K-12 school guidance.

— A checklist that parents can use to prepare themselves and their children for a
safe return to in-person learning this fall, leading with vaccinating eligible children and
masking up if students are not yet vaccinated.

As part of the launch of the Roadmap, the White House also released a fact sheet
highlighting the Administration’s efforts to safely reopen schools and support our
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nation’s students, including how the historic investment in the American Rescue Plan
is advancing this work.

We need your help to amplify these efforts and share the resources that schools,
parents, educators, and communities have available to them. You are on the front
lines of the fight for a safe return to school and by engaging with your colleagues and
students, and asking them to share their vaccination efforts, you can help us spread
the message and get more people vaccinated.

Linked here are social media resources that can help do just that. We encourage you
to use the linked toolkit and others found on the We Can Do This website to help
normalize the vaccine. Our goal is for every student to have the support and
opportunities they need to heal, learn, and grow in their classrooms this fall.

The Department collaborated with the White House on the Back to School
Vaccination “Week of Action” August 7-15 to mobilize school districts, colleges and
universities, students, teachers, national organizations, local government leaders,
businesses, social media influencers, celebrities, and thousands of volunteers to
encourage young people to get vaccinated and offer accessible ways to do it in their
community. Visit https://madetosave.org/back-to-school/ to read about the week of
action's mobilization efforts.

New Resource for Children With Long
COVID Issued

Marking the 31st anniversary of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), the Department’s Office for Civil
Rights (OCR) and Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services issued a new resource
concerning students who have contracted Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)
and are continuing to experience its effects. The resource focuses on two Federal
laws, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504) and Parts B and C
of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) as pertains to these students:
“Long COVID under Section 504 and the IDEA: A Resource to Support Children,
Students, Educators, Schools, Service Providers, and Families” (see a White House
proclamation on the ADA anniversary and a White House fact sheet and OCR blog
post). Some children have contracted COVID-19 and are still experiencing its effects,
in the form of what has come to be called “long COVID.” The resource provides
information about long COVID as a disability and about schools’ and public agencies’
responsibilities for the provision of services and reasonable modifications to children
and students for whom long COVID is a disability.
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Secretary Meets Students of Summer
Learning Programs

On Aug. 12, the multiparty Summer Learning and
v Enrichment Collaborative held its final virtual meeting
5 g “= for the summer, with a focus on the most important
= ol . stakeholders: students! The session kicked off with a
conversation between Secretary Miguel Cardona and
a panel of inspiring students who discussed how they have been impacted by
summer programs; they offered advice to educators on how to reimage, redesign,
and rebuild engaging learning and enrichment opportunities for the school
year. Then, participants chose from a wide range of tabletop discussions on helpful
topics. All sessions are archived on the Sumer Learning and Enrichment
Collaborative’s landing page.

Developing Young Children’s Math Skills

®
The Department’s Institute of Education Sciences’ Regional ®
Educational Laboratory Program (Central, Appalachia, and
Northwest), has developed resources to provide quick tips,

evidence-based activities and games, and videos that families

and caregivers can use at home to support math learning for
children ages 2-8.

Award Winning Accessible Programs

empowering accessibility . The Department’s Educational Technology, Media,
and Materials program is the primary source of support for accessible technology and
media-related activities under IDEA. A recipient of the Department’s Television
Access grant, Bridge Multimedia, has provided the audio descriptions for 13 Emmy
Award-nominated shows and one Emmy Award-winning program, the 2021
Children’s Emmy Award winner, “PBS KIDS Talk About.” This program is a series
that explores racial identity, inequity, racism, justice, and “good trouble.” Bridge
Multimedia also provided disability portrayal consultancy for the Emmy Award-
nominated show “Xavier Riddle and the Secret Museum” (PBS KIDS).

Transitioning Back to School or Early
Childhood Education Podcast

BACK TO SCHOOL | covio-19
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Dr. Karen Remley, Director of the CDC’s National
Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities §
gives parents useful tips, such as an easy-to-complete
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emergency information card to keep in your child's backpack and other resources, to
make the return to school or early child education easier for your child. Listen to the
featured podcast at CDC’s Public Health Media Library.

- Help Prevent Wasted Food

:IWINCMPD:'TD - !9 United States Department of Agriculture’s Food and Nutrition
elp Preven i i i

Wasted Food ! Service has published a booklet that discusses ways to

— -~ ‘7! ?:'.g

reduce, recover, and recycle food before it goes to waste.
Parents can get ideas to reduce food waste by reading tips,
such as what to make with leftover ingredients, and find kid-
approved recipes at: https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/nutrition-

recipes.

Traveling With Children

The Transportation Security Administration requires all
passengers to go through security screening while
traveling. There are modified screening procedures for
children under the age of 13, as well as for children
with medical conditions, disabilities, or mobility aids.

' Successful Use of Texting for Dads in Fatherhood
Program

The National Fatherhood Initiative® (NFEI) highlights recent
published research on the use of texts in fatherhood programs.
The federally funded Building Bridges and Bonds (B3) studied
a smartphone-based mobile application

called DadTime, designed to improve fathers’ attendance at
Just Beginning program sessions. Results showed that most
fathers felt they were supported and that they used skills
learned from the program.

PTA Teams-Up With TikTok to Provide a

Parent Guide TikTok Guide

National Parent Teacher Association (PTA) has teamed f::urg:'g:lls

up with TikTok as part of their PTA Connected initiative TikTok and National PTA



https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Rvb2xzLmNkYy5nb3YvbWVkaWFsaWJyYXJ5L2luZGV4LmFzcHg_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09Iy9wb2RjYXN0c2VyaWVzL2lkLzMwMjA4MyJ9.sRx4rx620LDLyhDuPfVGF5Up0qOcPNRNzevFXCi2KPQ/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3YvdG4vd2hhdC15b3UtY2FuLWRvLWhlbHAtcHJldmVudC13YXN0ZWQtZm9vZD91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbmFtZT0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT0ifQ.he7jF_dIBzYe5odZGFSZadSir4M2ykI9s16TFeaqfOY/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3YvdG4vbnV0cml0aW9uLXJlY2lwZXM_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.ePbddJAQyWPzK_Rmjt6cyA6XIiNY9p48bu9JL9Xebhc/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3YvdG4vbnV0cml0aW9uLXJlY2lwZXM_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.ePbddJAQyWPzK_Rmjt6cyA6XIiNY9p48bu9JL9Xebhc/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50c2EuZ292Lz91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbmFtZT0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT0ifQ.fBe1Ms3REpJ5KcmO7KcT3a7nLjKv3rFUf1-YY8o2T0U/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50c2EuZ292L3RyYXZlbC9zcGVjaWFsLXByb2NlZHVyZXMvdHJhdmVsaW5nLWNoaWxkcmVuP3V0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9uYW1lPSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV90ZXJtPSJ9.5x7Qtqz0TsoLU4PrC6LLkRtK_FEhhrgh65hHas3KpFs/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50c2EuZ292L3RyYXZlbC9zcGVjaWFsLXByb2NlZHVyZXMvdHJhdmVsaW5nLWNoaWxkcmVuP3V0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9uYW1lPSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV90ZXJtPSJ9.5x7Qtqz0TsoLU4PrC6LLkRtK_FEhhrgh65hHas3KpFs/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXRoZXJob29kLm9yZy8_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.S4uTRd-dWK3tDiBDiVShVwmXHMh7CHA2zliWSiKNXsM/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXRoZXJob29kLm9yZy9mYXRoZXJob29kL3RoZS1vbmUtcmVhc29uLXRvLXVzZS10ZXh0aW5nLWluLWEtZmF0aGVyaG9vZC1wcm9ncmFtP3V0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9uYW1lPSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV90ZXJtPSJ9.jSyy1lC-w4fqTvIEejGIxWuPg9ShFocu-rSo85-vFao/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5hY2YuaGhzLmdvdi9vcHJlL3Byb2plY3QvYnVpbGRpbmctYnJpZGdlcy1hbmQtYm9uZHMtYjMtZXZhbHVhdGlvbi0yMDE0LTIwMjE_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.S5f1i99Rt7yIELFPl36YvB4_bmNvcsB5P9D5ZqnjDaQ/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5tZHJjLm9yZy9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzL2IzX2RhZHRpbWVfYnJpZWZfNTA4LnBkZj91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbmFtZT0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT0ifQ.Bl08zfwDTXcte2K9A5YwXSt-YruU5D1OMgIGva1XGas/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3lvdXRoLmdvdi9jb2xsYWJvcmF0aW9uLXByb2ZpbGVzL2p1c3QtYmVnaW5uaW5nP3V0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9uYW1lPSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV90ZXJtPSJ9.D5494DHGEFsNLFy-agkgwSQsj8EuW9bCZRBPfXn-gpU/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5hY2YuaGhzLmdvdi9vcHJlL3VzaW5nLXRleHQtbWVzc2FnZXMtbGVhcm4tYWJvdXQtcGFydGljaXBhbnRzLWV4cGVyaWVuY2VzP3V0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9uYW1lPSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV90ZXJtPSJ9.PmpcOPF6UxTqpo0R5i__QHLGOprZhiwW2pRGwfFgtDQ/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5wdGEub3JnLz91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbmFtZT0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT0ifQ.5Pbm_HysAX1q9wo3M1HzPxPE1Tj3CtW16jjxCQ2uOPg/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxNDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50aWt0b2suY29tLz91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbmFtZT0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT0ifQ.9EdjqBX_9xciMdkopzuHVlLTnSuLFnexGcCtj-6Uc0k/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxNDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MjY4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5wdGEub3JnL2hvbWUvcHJvZ3JhbXMvY29ubmVjdGVkP3V0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9uYW1lPSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV90ZXJtPSJ9.34GtbBnS1aAHbZ-j--rmiBB5eQ6iw2Z0Q1wmHuumU20/s/1450436910/br/110980507652-l

to help parents and families learn about the popular social video sharing app in a new
guide for parents. The guide educates parents and families about safety on the app
and support parents in having conversations with their teens to use social media
productively and responsibly. Tips are on topics that include comment restrictions
and a digital well-being checklist.

The Office of Communications and Outreach works with national, state, and local educational agencies,
programs, and organizations to empower parents and families with information and resources to help them be full
partners in their child’s programmatic, education and academic progress. For more information, please contact Dawn
Ellis at dawn.ellis@ed.gov or call 202-453-7404.
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